[Inflammation of the vascular wall and hyperhomocysteinemia in patients with atherosclerosis obliterans of lower limb arteries].
Presented herein are the findings of examination of 176 people. Of these, 128 were found to suffer lower limb atherosclerosis (LLA) and 48 were apparently healthy people constituting a control group. Amongst the 128 patients, 74 (58%) had atherosclerotic lesions of the iliac arteries, 54 (42%) subjects had lesions of the femoral and popliteal arteries. The average age of the patients amounted to 62.4±4.3 years. There were ten (8%) women and 118 (92%) men. The control group consisted of 42 (89%) men and six (11%) women. The mean age of the control group patients was 58.9±3.2 years. All underwent functional and laboratory examinations including angiography, duplex scanning and dopplerography of lower limb arteries, as well as determining blood serum markers of inflammation (hs-CRP and IL-6), as well as endothelial lesion markers (ET-1 and VWF). The comparative analysis revealed that patients with LLA had signs of chronic vascular inflammation accompanied in the majority of cases by hyperhomocysteinemia with endothelial dysfunction, as well as direct association between the degree of the vascular inflammatory reaction and severity of clinical manifestations of lower limb ischaemia.